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THE 


Golden F leece: 


OLD ENGLAND 
Reſtor'd to its old honeſt VOCATION, 


F Debauchery and Sloath be the Common 
High-way to Beggery, then it follows, that 

MM Virtue and 7»duſtry is the true Road to Wealth 
- and Plenty : For as by the bleſſing of God 
the diligent hand makes rich , (o divine Juſtice is 
vindicated, in bringing the S/nggard to: extream 
Want. As it is with particular perſons and Fami- 
lies, Poverty brings them to Contempt, think it 
not ſtrange if a Kingdom no longer retains its Re- 
putation, when once it's fallen 1ato decay. And 
that it may not be the Caſe of Eng/ard, it becomes 
all good Subjefts to finde out Expedients to pre- 
vent further Ruine, and to recover (tt poſtible) our 


former Greatneſs and Honour. 
A 2 In 
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In order to this T ſhortly Propoſe, 
I. 


Yi an A& of Parliament might paſs for E- 


reting Work-houſes in every County, more 
or leſs, anſwering the Capaciouſneſs and Commo- 
diouſneſs of each County for Manufacture. 


FI. 


That theſe Work-houſes ſhould be EreCted by an: 


equal Pound-rate ſet on the Lands, Tythes, and 
Hereditaments 1n each County. 


T3 


Where-many Pariſhes joyn in ſetting up a Work- 
houſe, Twelve pence per pound may perfe&t Buil- 
dings, and provide Looms, Working-tools , exc. 
Where few Pariſhes aſſociate, Two ſhillings per 
pound will be expended, and perhaps to more ad- 
vantage than Twelve pence, where more Pariſhes 
unite: For if the Work be well carried on, in few 
years the growing Charge- of the Poor of each Pa- 
riſh will be ſo leſſened, that none will repent them 
of their firſt Charge. Thus the firſt year will be 
ſpent in preparing Houſes, &5-c. the ſecond may re- 
quire a Contribution for the ſtock of Wool, Flax, 
Hemp, 


) 

Hemp, ec. which, wie Salaries of Officers, 
and other incident Charges of the Society, may a- 
mount to Six pence per pound where many, and 
Twelve pence where few Pariſhes unite. 


FE V: 


As tothe Regulation of theſe Alms Work-houſes, 
| there muſt be ſeveral Wards or Appartments, one 
to ſet on work ſturdy Rogues and Vagrants, ano- 
ther to employ poor male Children of all ages, from 
ſeven to one and twenty years 3 another for poor 
Females-from five to eighteen years old : Over the 
firſt a Maſter of CorreQtion, the next ſome expert 
Clothier; the third, ſome grave Matron well {kill'd 
in Spinning, Knitting, Seampſtry, e&c. To prevent 
Frauds and Neglects in theſe Governours, it may 
do-well for every Pariſh to chuſe one able perſon 
four times in every year, to meet and vilit the ſaid 
Houſe, and reform: all Abuſes, and exactly take the 
Accounts of the ſaid Governours. 


Hitherto I have onely. preſented you with the 
dark fide, and worſt part, ( I mean the Charge ) 
which moſt men will ſay, at this time when: we are 
ſo impoveriſhed, is very unpleaſant. I ſhall in the 
next place repreſent the great Benefit, Profit, and 
Wealth, that may ariſe to this Kingdom from the 
ſpeedy building and careful continuance of theſe 
Operatorzes, 


l. It.. 
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It will reclaim the multitude of Rturdy Vagrants 
and idle Beggars, which ſwarm in all parts of this 
Land, and ſerve for nothing but to provoke God 
by a lewd Life, ſtarve our innocent Poor by eating 
the bread: of their Neighbours Charity , and ter- 
rifte the harmleſs Commonalty, who (as the poor 
Indians ſerve the Devil) relieve them out of fear : 
By this means this numerous band of Ruffians, 
ready upon any Tumult to diſturb our Peace, may 
be reduced to a ready Service of our King and 


Country. 
IT. 


It will take off the Charge of all indigent Peo- 
ple in all parts of the Land fo timely., that they 
ſhall be enured with Work, before they be cor- 
rupted with Idleneſs and Theft. 


ITE. 


It will be a means to work out all our Woo], 
that now either rots, or is ſtollen into France, or 
bought up by our Clothiers at ſo mean a rate, that 
no Farmer can pay his Rent: And what hath been 
only pretended to 'by the Clothier, viz. the 


ſole Manufature of Engliſh, Iriſh, and Scottiſh 
Wool, 


Wool, may in few years by the foreſaid means be 
happily accompliſhed 3 and could we but once 
work out all our Wool, we ſhould force a Market 

in all parts of the World for them ; and not. till 
then {hall we be able to under-ſell Fleming, French, 

&c. having our Work done cheaper than. they ; 
our Manufacture being carried on not only by Pri- 
vate Hands, but by a publick Purſe. The advan- 
tages' this Nation hath above all other in the 
world, for the better and cheaper working up of 
Drapery, is ſo well ſet forth by my worthy Friend 
Mr. Richard Haynes, that I ſhall forbear any fur- 


£ 


ther 'metition of them. 
LV. 


© Tt will be a means to. ſetup the, ManufaG&ory of 
Linney, many . parts of this Land being as capable 
to produce Flax and Hemp, as France is, which 
pours in her Manufactures tous, but will receive 
none of our ours, but with ſuch a load of Guſtomes, 
that renders it loſs to our Merchants to deal with 
ther. And had there been. no other Miſchief at- 
tending us, than this unequal dealing of theirs, 
our late A& for prohibiting of ſeveral Goods of 
their Growth and Manufacture, may be well juſti- 
fied to the-whole World. 


Many are the Benefits that will flow from the 


aforeſaid Propoſals; as the Increaſe of Navigation, 
Addi- 


Addition to his Majeſties Cuſtomes, Advance of 
Merchandiſe and Merchants, in the true and ge- 
nuine way of Trade, by Exporiiag Goods of our 
Native Growth , and Importing . Commodities 
which may fill our Purſes, or relieve our Neceſ- 
ties, viz. The Guizny Wedge, the Silver Bar, our 
Spaniſh Bullen, the Naval preparations of the 
Sound, &c. in exchange for our Cloath, Kerſies, 
Flannels, Serges, ec. And I never expe to ſee 
England flouriſh, till it return to this old way ; 
and when once we pain the ſole Manufacture of 
our Wool, (I mean all of the three Kingdoms) 
then may we have all the aboveſaid Enrichments, 
for this our Golden Fleece, 


Not that I would have it thought I abound fo 
much in my . own ſenſe, and dote upon my ex 
tempore Figment 3 but ſhall with all Humility aad 
Joy receive the help of more experienced Perſons, 
to alter and adde what ſhall beſt agree to good 
Reaſon, in this deſigne of Employing, and con- 
ſequently Enriching the Three Kingdoms: For 
whoſe Wea], as no man is leſs able to A&, ſo no 
perſon ſhall be more willing to Pray, than 


F. F. 
FINIS 
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